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Principal’s Message 

 

Autumn has always been my favourite time of year for a variety of reasons. The change in season is 

dramatic and so sensory! The colours, sounds, smells, and 

tastes of fall delightfully surround each of us in a great big 

nature hug.  But, my most special reason for loving 

autumn is for the feelings that it brings. Every fall I get to 

be enveloped in a learning community that provides 

support, stability, and an honest and authentic place for 

me to experiment and learn. I am happy to continue this 

“fall feeling” of joy at Brant-Argyle School! I really can’t 

express my gratitude for the warm welcome that I have 

received. Thank you. 

Initial Assessments are completed and we are all working 

hard at using the information from them to guide our 

teaching and learning. Students are setting learning goals and practicing taking ownership of their own 

personal learning journeys in all subjects.   

We have literally hit the ground running this fall. Well, the cross-country team has anyway!  Students 

practiced and competed in two meets this fall. In true Brant-Argyle form, they put their best foot 

forward and made us all proud! Volleyball season has started and we are proud to be able to compete 

on a Divisional level with our co-ed team.  Again, hard work and perseverance will make us successful! 

We would like to thank The Argyle Willing Workers and Stonewall and District 4-H Curling Committee for 

their generous donation of $5001.27 to be used for Brant-Argyle School’s Curling Programs.   

 The Interlake School Division Board of Trustees acknowledges the importance of providing 
equal access to all courses, for all students. As such, funds were dedicated in the 2019-2020 
budget to eliminate course fees for elective programming in Grade 7 & 8 and for all courses in 
Grades 9-12.  
Students must be able to meet the outcomes of a course without being charged a fee.  
If students choose to extend their experience beyond the outcomes of the course by way of an 
individual project, a fee may be assessed.  
 
Should you have any questions or comments about any of our programming or the “whys” 
behind what we do, please feel free to stop in for a chat. I am available in the mornings and 
after school most days and would be pleased to connect with you! 

 

Mrs. K. Smith 

 

 

 



 

From the East… 
 

Every year I think I come to love teaching in a multiage classroom even more. It’s amazing to me how 
simple it is to “fall” back into our school routines when we have older leaders to model and teach the 
new students in our class. And it’s so incredible to watch the children develop over the years from the 
youngest in the room into being the older students who demonstrate leadership and responsibility 
(even at 6 or 7 years old!) 
 

While many of our East class routines are similar to what they have been in the past, do not be fooled 
into thinking that the older students are doing easier work or the “same ol’ learning” they’ve done in the 
past. Although certain activities are staples in our routines (such as journals, math mysteries, guided 
reading groups, penmanship, etc.), these are activities that accommodate a large range of learners. Take 
our journals for example – this is an engaging activity for students whether they are working on telling a 
story through a picture, adding a few letter sounds to represent words, writing a full sentence or writing 
a page and learning to edit for punctuation and grammar. It’s also another example of how wonderfully 
multiage classrooms lend themselves to a natural learning process. The students can observe both 
where they came from as a learner, and where they will be heading next.  

 
As always, September is a month of focusing time and energy on 
building our classroom community. It never ceases to amaze me when 
the children say “I made a new friend today!” and it’s someone in our 
own class! But indeed, being peers does not necessarily equate to 
friendship and I’m always thrilled when they discover new bonds, even 
months or years into knowing one another. We have once again begun 
using the Second Steps Social Skills program. The children are thrilled 
with the return of Puppy and Snail (the puppets). We begin by 
reviewing Skills for Learning and then later shift into concepts like 
Empathy, Self-Regulation and Problem Solving. It’s a great program that 
encourages respect for ourselves and others and there is something to 
learn or practice for everyone.  
 

As for academics, we’ve jumped right in! We are full-steam ahead with out multi-class literacy program. 
We are reviewing the routines of our math mysteries and enjoying time playing new and familiar 
games/activities in our math centres. Of course, as I mentioned above, there are still familiar routines 
like sharing circles, T.W.A.S. journals, word work stations, and working on collecting beads for our 
suncatchers at the mental math wall.  
 

Lastly, we have had a few sunny days to explore the trail and introduce it to our new kindergarten 
friends. I always appreciate how the trail naturally provides an environment where the children can test 
the waters of being independent and look out for one another. From collecting mushrooms for spore 
prints to building puddle bridges, there are always new adventures to be had for all ages!   
 

As we prepare for our term 1 progress conversations, we turn our attention to goal-setting for the year. 
Although I will not be around for much more of this school year, the students are already equipped with 
the knowledge of what they are good at, what they are working on, and what they would like to master 
in many areas.   
 

Here’s to another great year of East class growth and learning. 
-Ms. Loewen 



 

From the South… 

Welcome, crisp autumn breezes and the warmth and comfort from the old radiators! The landscape 

sure has undergone change since we arrived in September, which has led to many great conversations 

among the South about season changes, snow, and animals. We love to pause and soak up these 

teachable moments when we can! The South have jumped right into the groove with schedules, 

routines, and settling in with our new group of learners and friends. We spent time on the monkey trails 

over the last few weeks, exploring the flooded areas (when we have boots), enjoying the differences 

between the mushroom varieties, and even spent time attempting to build a bridge with our friends of 

the East.  

The south dove right into a BIG project that we have been calling our “animal projects”. It was clear that 
right from the start they were incredibly excited 
to learn about an animal of their choice! The 
learning that has happened is beautiful (and 
yes, the finished product, too). How amazing 
that we learn so much through the process of 
inquiry, research, and questioning. While 
focusing on our animals, we learned about 
physical characteristics, habitat, 
food, creating a “hook” to catch a reader’s 
attention, and shared some fun facts. We 
are so proud of our creations and can hardly 
wait to bring them home and celebrate our 
learning!  
 

Our literacy groups are in full swing, and the excitement from the children is contagious! Working in 
small, focused groups has been incredibly beneficial to meet our students where they’re at and build on 
concepts and strategies with our reading and writing skills.  
 

We look forward to the learning we will be focusing on this autumn and wish you all warmth and 
positive transitions with the change of the seasons. 
 

Love, Mrs. Friesen and the South   

From the WILD West… 
What a fantastic start to the year in the Wild West class. The students have had a chance to 

catch up with old friends, and bond with new ones. There is much enthusiasm in the room for reading 
and be careful, it’s infectious. As the teacher I have been having to tell students several times a day, to 
put down their books when we need to switch activities (what a wonderful problem to have!) 

Our jungle that we started last year has grown and now covers most of the windowsills and we 
are already making planting plans for the spring. In social studies each student has taken on a different 
province to study and they will be preparing posters and presentations to teach the rest of the class. It is 
looking like it will be a wild and wonderful year!  

 
- Mr. Swan and the Wild West   

 



 

Welcome back to the Gnarly North. After a summer of rest and change here at Brant Argyle, it seems we 

have settled back into our usual routine. The grade 7 and 8 students have welcomed the new arrivals 

from the West room and have made them feel welcome within our little community. It has also been a 

pleasure for the students to get to know Mrs. Smith and have her become a new part of our family here 

at BA. The North students have become a part of the school wide literacy block that allows our students 

to continue to learn and strengthen their literacy skills at their pace and their level. The first 2 weeks of 

the program have been successful working with Mr. G and myself.  

This has been a busy year in politics both provincially and federally, and students in the North have been 

learning about election procedure and the importance of casting a vote in the election to have your 

voice heard. By the time this hits the wire, they will have participated in Student Vote, which is a 

national program that encourages students to learn about the parties, their platforms and the 

importance of exercising their democratic rights when they come of age.  

We continue to work on strengthening our numeracy skills in North as part of a numeracy initiative 

through the MRLC to help improve student abilities in mastering the foundational skills. The division is 

also focusing on Guided Math within our classrooms that allow smaller group instruction to work 

towards improving individual skills and help meet the needs of each student more effectively.  

Our school volleyball team is a co-ed team this year. We are competing against the boy’s teams from the 

other schools in the Interlake. Our first 2 games this year have produced solid results, taking 2 sets from 

Stonewall and Warren’s teams. The veterans on the team have welcomed the new players to the team 

and it is clear that the hard work in practice is paying off. The focus is to develop a 3-hit mentality during 

these matches to be playing true volleyball once we reach divisionals. The first half of our season ends 

on October 30th, with the second half being scheduled for the first 3 weeks of November.  

As many of you may have noticed, we have not had our usual Veggie Sale Fundraiser yet this year. It will 

still be taking place, but the date has been moved closer to Christmas. Some thought was put into 

changing the date from near Thanksgiving to the December date as many people are still harvesting 

from their gardens in October. Also, this year any Veggies that are purchased that are for donation will 

be sent to Churchill on behalf of Danica and Abby’s Village.  

It looks to be a busy, fast pace year in the North this year. Please feel free to pop in and say hi anytime. 

As always, the door is always open.  

 

Mr. McT 

  



 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
       News from the 'Office Downstairs'...I am so glad to be back for another year. This one is a bit of a 
milestone. In February I will be celebrating 30, yes 30, long wonderful years here in the Interlake School 
Division. It certainly does not seem that long until I encounter an 'old student' with their children...who 
are almost adults themselves! 
 
       Needless to say, there are things that have come and gone. Carbon paper is no longer closely 
guarded as a hot commodity...we have more than one 'computer' in the school that is rolled from one 
class to the next...creative writing assignments like: What will the world look like in the 21st 
century...debates about using calculators in class...Who has the overhead projector? (Quick confession: I 
still have one!) … can anyone make this darned 16mm film projector work?! 
 
       It has been said that the more things change the more they stay the same. There are some things 
that are still part of every day. The little things...like our Little Green Schoolhouse...those things that are 
with us still and hope we never lose. That moment when a young fellow dons his school jersey and 
heads off to his first cross-country meet...a girl turning to her friend saying, with great pride: I can now 
multiply double digits!...the first volleyball serve that goes 'over the net'...a scraped knee that is healed 
with a band-aid and a hug...a fellow teacher who makes her room so inviting I want to go back to 
primary school all over...the senior student who struggled with his reading now helping a kindergarten 
student sound out their first words... sunlight, laughter and smiles that seem to make your 'adult' cares 
melt away in their joy... 
 
       You know, I think this teaching thing... is a lot like the Moon. You look at it and on the surface it 
seems to constantly be in a state of change. Sometimes full, bright, then just a sliver and back again. But 
underneath all those changes...the same orb circling the heavens above us...unchanging, as surely as 
night follows the day. For myself...It has been 30 years...a wondrous long walk in the Moonlight!  
 
Fondest Regards, Mr. G. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sun Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat 
 

2019 

 
 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 
 

BAPAC Meeting  
6:00pm 

7 
 

Remembrance Day 
Service 
11:30 am 

 
 

Lifeskills 

8 
 

PD Day  
No School 

9 

10 11 
 

Remembrance Day 
No School 

 
 

12 13 
 
 

14 15 16 

17 18 
 
 

Hot Lunch  
(TBA) 

19 
 
 

Bookmobile 
 
 

 
Lifeskills 

20 
 

Early Dismissal 
Day 

 
 
 
 

21 22 
 
 

23 

24 25 
 
 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lifeskills 

28 29 
 

Report Cards 
Home 

 
 

30 


